Pertussis immunization: science and the public.
Problems with pertussis immunization are not unique to the developing world. Problems exist in at least six nations in the industrialized world, in five of which epidemic pertussis has either never been controlled or has recurred because of low rates of immunization against pertussis. The poor rates of immunization have resulted in several instances from decisions by health authorities and in others from public fear of vaccine reactions. In all instances poor understanding of science by the public and by decision makers has been a major contributing factor.